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WILLIAM WILBERFORCE, ESQ. 

, albg nn : VIDES 
SIRF 


THE privilege, which you have claim- 
ed and Employed, of addreſſing the higher 
* and middle claſſes of this country*”” on the 
religious ſyſtem © of profefled Chriſtians, | 
+. contraſted with real Chriſtianity,” cannot 
be grudged with conſiſtency, in application to 
yourſelf, from one, according to the vulgar 
acceptation of thoſe words, neither in the 
high nor middle claſs, but in the very loweſt 
order of the community, in which we live. 
Your attention to religious ſubjects, in the 
' midſt of a corrupt and faithleſs generation, 
is regarded with more honour and approba- 
tion by none of your warmeſt friends than 
by your opponent : nor, I believe, have your 
thoughts, ſince we were contemporaries once 


. 
at Cambridge, and before that period, been 
more intenſely occupied in the ſame ſpecula- 
tions and purſuits, than mine. Our con- 
cluſions, however, from theſe diligent re- 
ſearches prove not only different, but in many 
points totally contradictory: yet, (for I am 
_ diſpoſed to pay no futile compliments and to 
ſacrifice no ſelf-applauſe, at the expence of 
conviction and ſincerity, though ready to con- 
cede in your favour all that can poſſibly be 
true) I preſume your purpoſes and affec- 
tions to have been equally pure, equally 
zealous, and equally diſpaſſionate, With my 
own. Perhaps, in conſequence of your ela- 
borate publication, which, from the peculiar 
ſituation and character of it's author, is likely 
to engage a conſiderable portion of popular 
attention, it may be a circumſtance not alto- 
gether unimportant to ſome of our fellow- 
citizens, nor abſolutely unworthy of your own 
regard, to contemplate ſome prominent par- 
ticulars of our diſagreement, and the grounde 
on Which we differ. 


But, S! my leading motive to this pub- 
lic and free addreſs had it's origin in that 
countenance, which the favourable opinion of 
your 


your character, very generally entertained, as 
2 ſincere and pions Chriſtian, has reflected on 
the political conduct of thoſe ſtateſmen, whoſe 
views you have promoted with eagerneſs and 
conſtancy ; and whoſe intereſts you have in- 
terwoven with your own. It becomes on 
this acconnt, Fam perſuaded, a confideration of 
no mean concernment to Engliſhmen at large 
to be ſupplied with ſome meaſure of deter- 
mination, whether one, thus fanctified in the 
eſtimation of his countrymen, thus aſſum- 
ing the dignified office of a religious cenſor 
in ſociety, = be indeed entitled to this farge | 

tribute of admiration, and illuminated with 
that knowledge of his ſubject, which has a 
Chim to enſure his precepts a reverend ac- 
ceptance with his diſciples. That reaſonable 
ſtulatum too, J apprehend, is no leſs perti- 
nent to the ſabje& of Chriſtianity, than to 
topics of philology and taſte; founded on a 
requiſite alliance between magiſterial animad- 
verſion and perſonal accompliſhment : ; 


Let ſuch teach others, who themſelves excell; 
And cenſure freely, who have written well. 


| It was my primary intention to examine 
your publication in detail; but this object 1 
a "BY ſoon 


Lad 


ſoon abandoned, as tedious, from the prolixity 
of your effuſions; as unprofitable, from their 
pyildneſs; as impracticable, from their indi- 
ſtinction. Your fundamental principles are, 
in my judgement, ſo eſſentially erroneous, your 
whole conception of the Goſpel fo abſolutely 
incompatible with the undiſputed conduct and 
with the uncquiyocal dictates of CuRIS T him- 
ſelf, as to render ſuch a ſpecific diſcuſſion of 
your ſentiments an undertaking of inextrica- 
ble and hopeleſs perplexity. Every avenue tq 
gonviction, by which ſuch arguments, as have 
been deemed effectual with rational enqui- 
rers, might be expected to approach, is ob- 
ſtructed by fantaſtical pre poſſeſſions, by vi- 
fionary feelings, by an experimental percep- 
tion of truth, not ęxplicable on the known 
elements of vylgar reaſoning, and only in- 
telligible to the happy illuminated devotee ; 


4 — 


Oprarra ounrouow , 
Ae To way, ippnrewy 
Kentu—, 


Your ear alone the myſtic "REY can gain: 
| Plebeians liſten ſtill, and till, in vain. | 


Among this vulgar herd of ne 
lluggiſh catechumens I profeſs my name alſo. 
— Suffer us, therefore, in the * 


(a 4 


this ſubject, to adopt a method of argumen- 
tation better ſuited to our ſcantier knowledge 
and our groſs conceptions: and, if we prove 
at once miſtaken and preſumptuous, let your 
ſuperior illuminations, with charitable inter- 
poſition, repręſs our arrogance, and 3 
our errors. 


I. My firſt object, then, ſhall be an attempt 
to delineate ſome ſtriking features of genuine 
Chriſtianity, according to my notion of that 
pure, ſublime, and fimple inſtitution; not 
by a deduction from imaginary theories, but 
from indiſputable premiſes ; namely, 


We: > The conduf} and charater of our Savi- 
our himſelf: and, 


2. From his precepts, 


At this. equitable arbitration, yourſelf, I 
truſt, will feel no inglination to demur. 


IT. I ſhall take the liberty of bringing the 
queſtion home to your own life and bo- 
« ſom.” I ſhall venture to examine your pub- 
be conduct: in the crucible of theſe criterions: 


well 


„ 
well aware at the fame time, from the multi- 
plicity and critical nature of the topics, which 
fo comprehenfive an excurſion will involve, 

of the delicacy and danger of my project 
from the baffled malignity of a defpairing 
and flagitious faction; who have riveted their 
power againſt the public voice by the moſt 
_ extenſive bribery, and malignant calumnies ; 
who are prepared to hazard their own hves 
with the fortunes of royalty and the conſti- 
tation in an attempt to maintain their ſtations 
by the l of — Hon; WY” 


1. 1. I ſhall ape delineation of the 
fincere Chriſtian goſpel by a few capital 
ftrokes from the practice of our Lord hin- 


ſelf. 


You will readily allow me, that his exam- 
ple is propounded in the ſcriptures as a model 
of imitation for all his followers. Take my yoke 
upon you, and learn of me : (Mat. xi. 29. FE 
this mind be in you, which was alſo in Chrift 
Ichs: (Philipp. i. 5.) Chrift alſo ſuffered for 
us; leaving us an example, that ye ſhould fol- 
tow his fleps : (1 Pet. it. 21.) He, that. ſaith 
be abideth in tam, ought himſelf alſo ſo to walk, 


even 


1 
even as be walked; Ax John, i ii, 6.) We con- 
clude, chav, from theſe and other explicit 
declarations, that, in the proportion of our 
approximation to the life of Chriſt, will our 
advances. be towards the tranſcendental excel- 
lence of evangelical perfection. Indeed, one 
previous propoſition, not applicable to him- 
ſelf, muſt be, preſumed with relation to his 
diſciples, as the paſſport to life eternal; (John, 
xvii. 3.) 1. hat, in addition to a common 
belief of one true God, his brethren acknow- 
ledge himſelf alſo to be the anointed, ſervant 
of Jehovah, (Acts, iv. 27.) the long: expected 
Meſſiah of the Jews, (John, iv. 25, 26.) % 
died, and was buried, and reſe again an the 
| third, day, (1 Cor. xv, 3, 4.) that he might 

deliver. us from . the bondage of corruption into 
the glorious liberty of the ſons. of God. (Rom. 
viii. 21.) With this fingle exception only, 
the life of Chriſt muſt be conſidered as a 
complete exemplar for the ene neten 
of his votaries. 


Now, a 80 comprehenſive ſummary of 
our Lord's practical virtues is exhibited in 
one . but 3 ſentence of his 

: apoſtle 


(#3 
apoſtle Peter ; (Ads, 1 x. 38.) Who twent 225 
- DOIN G GOOD © 


: 1 ſome of our modern Se have cotis 
ceived accurately of goſpel- truth, the epitome 


of our Saviour's excellence ſhould have been 


circumſcribed by very different lines of cha- 
rater; by a copious diſplay of comfortab/? 
illuminations, - powerful converſions, ſecret in- 
| Puences, lookings unto God, or ſome equivalent 
impreſſions ; provided only, that the things 
themſelves were equally unintelligible and un- 
definable: the wild phantoms of deſpicable 
tonoratice, and beſotted - ſuperſtition, No, 
Sir! the ſublime repreſentation of conſummate 
excellence is depicted in full beauty, and in 
matchleſs proportion, by five words only of 
fimplicity and ſoberneſs: Hz wENT anouT, 
DOING 'GooD. The relief of human miſery 
in all it's varieties and complications of di- 
ſtreſs, the reformation of the vicious, the in- 
ſtruction of the ignorant, the confirmation of 
the virtuous, the conſolation of the meek, the 
encouragement of the docile, the generous 
and indignant reprobation of demure hypo- 


7 7" with ſharp untempered expreflion ; — | 
* theſe 


TS 2 


theſe godlike purpoſes, as the le means of 
perſonal happineſs, by fulfilling the will of ir 
Father and our Father, of his God: and our 
God, (John, xx. 17.) through active benevo- 
lence to the workmanſhip of the Creator, was 
the grand rule of conduct to the Man of 


Nazareth; the ſole occupation of his 


thoughts, the unceaſing employment of his 
time, the devoted purpoſe of his life. Hear 


dhe divine declarations of this unequalled pre- 
ceptor of mankind on the point before us. 


My meat is to do the; will of bim that ſent 
me, and to finiſh his work : (John, iv. 34.) 


T was daily with you in the temple teaching: 


(Luke, xiv. 49.) Jo this end was I born, 
and for this cauſe came I into the world, 
that I ſhould bear witneſs unto the truth : 
(John, xviii. 37.) To him pqſitive bene- 


ficence, and poſitive beneficence alone, invi- 


gorated and incited by pure principles of 


action, was the teſt of merit, and the genuine 


characteriſtic of Chriſtian ſanctity. Feelings, 
and vi/ons, and experiences, and inexplicable 


grace, unaccompanied by ſervices to men, and 
unauthenticated by ſuch ſervices, is a vile 


Jargon, unknown to the Saviour of mankind, 
C and 


_ 


Py 


and unrecorded in the oracles of truth. The 
Goſpel abhors appearances without realities ; it 
acknowledges no faith as a meritorious opera- 
fion of the heart or intelle&, but the faith ex- 
emplified and ſubſtantiated by the vitality of 
works. We are commanded to raiſe upon 
our faith a noble ſuperſtructure of virtue, 
\ knowledge, temperance, pattence, godlineſs, bro- 
therly kindneſs, charity; (2 Pet. i. 5—8.) —of 
all the perſonal and relative duties of humani- 
ty; if we wiſh to prove ourſelves the followers 
and Friends of Chriſt, (John, xv. 4.) not in word 
only, but in deed and in truth. The virtues 
and graces of the Goſpel, like thoſe of it's 
illuſtrious proclaimer, are activity and exerciſe ; 
not torpid influences, and indolent ſenſations: 
no ſtagnant pool of devotional mummeries, of 
inſipid myſticiſm, that cumbers the ground, 
and pollutes the atmoſphere; but a ſalubrious 
exxpanſion of living waters, diſperſing health, 
animation, and fertility, through the earth; 
and ſpringing up into — hife s _ 


T7 10. 1 + 


3 But in 1 INSANE "we 

ſhall find a more circumſtantial configuration 

of the Chriſtian character ; and, if poſſible, 
G | ſcarcely 


0 us * 
1 a leſs intereſting and * pic- 
, than in his life: a life, publicly diſ- 
3 on the theatre of human e but a 
mere particle of time. 


Oſtendunt terris — — tantum 8 neque . " 
 Efſe ſinunt. Nimium vobis Romana propago 
Vila potens, Superi! propria hes {i dona — / 


1. For the firſt inſtance. of be moral in- 
en of the Goſpel, Jeſus hath there 
taught us the perfectibility of human nature, 
beyond any aſſignable limits of progreſſive 

virtue. This moſt ſublime doctrine, Which 
the unlearned arrogance of modern philoſophy 
has uſurped as it's on diſcovery, though 
it ſtood on record, as openly promulgated 
eighteen centuries ago by the carpenter's ſon 
of Galilee, is laid down with unqueſtionable 
preciſion in the following comprehenſive ex- 
Hortation ; Be ye therefore. perfett, buen as your 
Fatber, which ts in heaven, is perfedt : (Matt, - 
v. 48.) The ſame concluſion is deducible 
from a parallel injunction of the apoſtle Paul, 
with equal clearneſs; an injunction, founded 
on our intellectual reſemblance to the uni- 
verſal parent of our race. Be ye, therefore, 
e God, as dear children: (Eg, r. .) 
2 C 2 To 


* 


© =» 13 
To this effect alſo will amount by reaſon. 
able inference. that admonitory invitation of 
the writer to the Hebrews: Therefore, leav- 
ing the principles of the doctrine of Chriſt, let 
Us 80 on unto * . | 
By dee perſpicuous . of 3 
authority are decidedly confuted thoſe frivolous 
and profligate maxims of ſome modern advo- 
cates for corruption in eccleſiaſtical and po- 
' litical eſtabliſhments, who endeavour to re- 
concile the credulous, the timid, the illite- 
rate, and unreflecting, to their abject ſyſtems 
of conformity, upon this ignominious” pre- 
tence; That the generality of mankind has 
always been, and always mult continue, de- 
praved and ignorant: that we, extravagant 
reformers l indulge a vain theory, when we 
expatiate on the practicability of a form of 
government and a general conſtitution of 
Civil diſcipline, which ſhall meliorate, beyond 
all competition with our degraded condition 
at this moment, the moral and intellectual 
character of the ſpecies: which ſhall exalt, 
by gradual improvement, the denizens of this 
terreſtrial habitation to a ſpiritualiſed ſtate of 
Fare little lower bun he — (Heb. ü. 9.) 
| Unleſs, 


— 


TS T WY 
Unleſs; however,” the figns of the time” de- 
ceive me, theſe days of re/{itution and -refreſh- - 
ment, (Acts, iii. 20, 21.) after ſo calamitous a 
period of ſupine ignorance, paſſive thralldom, 
and ſlaviſh debaſement of all that is noble and 
generous in man, have commenced their glo- 
rious career with rapid ſtrides, and are march- 
ing with an acceleration, which no tyranny 
can impede, from their goal in our vicinity, 
to the ings of the ee 3 
e eee 5 —ferrea primum 
Deut, a ac toto Jos gens aurea 15 el 
Our age of . wanes with 1 decay; - 
And man exulting hails his Golden day. 


8 


2. Peace and reconciliation, in their moſt 


extenſive import, whether of man to God or 


to his fellow); univerſal and unbounded love, 
not circumſcribed by incidental diſcrimina- 
tions of country, colour, or opinion; — theſe 
endearing principles, of a vigorous renovating 

quality, are inculcated in every page of the 
Goſpel, with affectionate ſolicitude and un- 
| wearied im Pre Peace 1 leave with | 


* x 


250 was among the! laſt admonitions of -our 
moſt amiable maſter, / bo pake as never man 


% 


EW] 
Hale; John, vii. 46.) to his diſconſolate 
diſciples before that conſummation of mag- 
nanimity and benevolence, his voluntary ſuſ- 
penſion on the croſs, But it were ſuperfluous 
to inveſtigate through the ſcriptures of the 
New Teftament a multitude of texts in cor- 
roboration of this acknowledged doctrine of 
_ Chriſtianity, whoſe / herald is (emphatically 
ſtyled THz PRINCE or PEACE ;- (Ifaiah, ix. 
6.) All thoſe precepts of mutual forbearance 
and ſoft affection, exhibited under ſuch im- 
preſſive figures and animated phraſeology 
from Matthew, v. 38—48. which exceed, in 
native ſublimity and ſimple elegance, the 
moral leſſons of every other fage and in- 
ſtructor, in whatever time or country, among 
- the moſt accompliſhed nations of antiquity, 
beyond all pretenſions of compariſon ;—thoſe 
precepts, I ſay, directly and explicitly infer 
PACIFIC PRINCIPLES, univerſal and unqua- | 
lified, to be of the very eſſence of the Goſpel, 
and an indiſpenſable conſtitution of Chriſ- 
tianity. There is one paſſage, however, ſo 
eminently pertinent and energetic, of ſuch 


awful denunciation againſt the MAN OF BLOOD, 


1 that I hould deem myſelf inexcuſable for with- 


holding it from my readers on this occaſion. 


( 15 ) 
And Behold, Simon Peter Aretebed out * 


| hand, and drew his ſivord, and ſinote the high- _ 


prieſt's ſervant, and cut off his ear. Then ſaid 
Feſus unto Peter: Put up thy ſioord into it's 
place. The cup, which my Father hath given 


me, fhall I not drink it? ALL THEY, THAT 


TAKE THE SWORD, SHALL PERISH BY THE 


11 Si A truth, ripe for completion in our day. | 


But we ſhall have an opportunity of dwell- 
ing more particularly on this topic in the 
ſequel; and TI therefore only obſerve in 
paſſing, what delectable Chriſtians peradven- 
ture they muſt be, and what a precious Chriſ- 
tianity beyond all controverſy they muſt pro- 


feſs, who can in any poſſible manner or 


degree, under any ſuppoſable circumſtances 


whatſoever, co-operate with the military exe- 
cutions of wAk and MURDER on their ſpecies! 


Apprroęs a ben rot c romw exams | 
| Or reh iger. HonkER, II. ix. 63. 


Curs'd is the man, and void of law and right, 
Unworthy property, unworthy light, 
_ Unfit for public rule, or private care, 5 
That waz ron, that MONSTER, WHO DELIGHTS 


IN WAR 7 
5 Whoſe 


” 


16 ) 


Whoſe luſt is MURDER, and whoſe horrid j joy, | 
4 . To1 TEAR HIS COUNTRY, AND HIS KIND DESTROY; 
£ 6 "POPE. 


460 Oh! my ſoul ! come not thou * 8 
e ſecret: unto their aſſembly, mine honour |! 
« be not thou united. Woe is me, that I 
« ſojourn in Meſech; that I dwell in the 
e tents of Kedar ! | BY My ſoul hath long dwelt 
* with him that hateth peace. I am for 
- © peace; but, when I ſpeak, they are for 
% War: (Gen. xlix. 6. Pſalm, cxx. 5, 6.) 


4+ 


2 After a conſcientious performance of our 
duty, after a life in the main conformable to 
the dictates of the Goſpel, and habitually de- 
voted to the will of God, the precepts of 
Chriſt authoriſe in his followers a degree of 
| manly confidence in the goodneſs and pro- 
miſes of their divine maſter ; notwithſtand- 
ing ſome occaſional violations of determined 
purpoſe; ſome tranſient deviations from a 
general rectitude of . courſe. Theſe irre- 
gularities are too frequent, alas! and too 
flagrant with the moſt circumſpect among 


us in the preſent flagitious conſtitution of 


ſociety, and amidſt the enormous depra- 


vities of civil n of under an un- 
7 towardlineſ 


— 
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9 of circumſtances, that 18 
but a ſimple poſſibility for the loweſt orders 
of the people to emerge from the abje& con- 
dition of beaſts of burden; whilſt their intel- 
lectual and moral capacities are neglected, 
debaſed, and proſtituted, to the vile projects 
of their taſkmaſters, and their natural and re- 
ligious privileges are trampled in the duſt. In 
this view, eternal liſe is ſtipulated to us on a per- 
formance of the commandments, and a propor- 
tionate communication of our ſubſtance, after 
our ability, to the neceſſities of our poorer bre- 
_ thren: (Matt. xix. 16—22.) To do juſtly, and to 
fove mercy, and to walk humbly with our God, 
(Micah, vi. 8.) is all that is required of us by 
the Lord; is made a ſure condition of his 
_ preſent favour and future recompence. Him, 
_ that cometh to me, ſays our Maſter himſelf, 7 
will in no wiſe caſt out : (John, vi. 37.) From 
theſe and a copious variety of other paſſages, 
which it were ſuperfluous to collect, or enu- 
merate, for readers converſant in the ſcrip- 
tures, to whom alone our appeal is made, 
this concluſion is abundantly deducible: That, 
though we are, indeed, in the ſcriptural ex- 
preſſion, unprofitable ſervants, (Luke, xvii. 


10. ) of no ſuppoſeable benefit to our maſter ; 
ö without 


-» Ja 


( 18 ) 
without any previous and original claim on his 
bounty; indebted to his mefcies for our life, 
our faculties, our opportunities, and all our 
en) oyments : fill, as he was graciouſly pleaſed 


to receive us into covenant, and has engaged 


his protection and reward by certain ſtipula- 
tions propoſed on his part and performed on 
our's ; — fince, moreover, the very eſſence of 


his nature is ſpontaneous beneficence, and a 
fatherly affection to the creatures of his hand; 


— ſince we are perſuaded, on the ſureſt 


grounds of conviction, from the ſuggeſtions 


of reaſon and from the documents of reve- 


lation, that he will not be extreme to mark 
what is done amiſs: upon theſe principles, I 


fay, men, whoſe conduct has been general- 
ly" irreproachable and under the guidance of 
Goſpel principles, may look up with aſſurance 
to their Maker, and expect remuneration at 


Bis hands. To form a concluſion different 


from this, is to change the benevolent Parent 


of mankind into a harſh exactor of his dues, 


reaping where he did not ſow, and gather ing 


 wwhere he had not ſcattered ; (Matt. xxv. 24.) 


is to transform our divine maſter into an in- 
conſiſtent and deluſive mocker of expectation; 
inveſts him with * X which would render 

8 even 
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oven a fellow- creature odious in our eyes: 
converts, in ſhort, the whole evangelical ſyſ- 
tem into a ſcheme of abſurdity and contra- 
diction, and belies our primary, unalterable, 
and clear perceptions of truth and juſtice. 
What are we to think, then, of that de- 
ſpicable cant, that hypocritical humility, of 
ſome modern religioniſts, which leads them 
to ſpeak of themſelves, after a life conſcien- 
tiouſly devoted, according to their own-views 
of ſcripture,” to the will of God; as the moſt 
miſerable and abandoned of ſinners ?. Yet 
this, Sir ! is the <obining piety, the flaviſh- 
ſuperſtition, of yourſelf and your. adherents. 
But we have not received the ſpirit. of bondage | 
again to fear, but we have received the ſpirit \ 
F adoption; whereby we cry, Alba, Father ! | 
(Rom. viii. 15.) There is indeed no fear 
(1 John, iv. 18.) in the true believer: he 

acquieſces, a calm expectant! in humble con- 
fidence, and with more than frembling hopes, 
knowing that what God has promiſed, he will 
perform: in a holy compoſure of . ſpirit, 
patient, tranquil, and reſigned ; not with the 
heſitating apprehenſions of a ſervant, but with 
the chearful aſſurance of a /n, and a ſoint- 
beir with Chriſt, (Gal. iv. 7, Rom. viii. 17.) 

| D 2 tdtshat 
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that he ſhall finally Jay hold on eternal life: 
(1 Tim. vi. 19;) Paul indeed ſtyled himſelf 

the chief of fmners : t. 4 ge) And 
well he might. Conſider the caſe attentive- 
ty. He had perſecuted, bound, and impriſoned, 
with blind zeal and unrelenting rancour, his 
fellow-countrymen, for a mere difference of 
opinion; for preſuming to employ the impre- 
fcriptible privilege of rationality in judging 
and acting for themſelves: nay, more; he 
had glutted his eyes, and defiled his hands, 

with the dying agonies and the righteous 
blood of the proto-martyr Stephen! (Acts, 
Vvii. 58. xxilt. 20. xxvi. To, 11.) © Surely, 
furely, WILLIAM PITT, with his fanguinary 
fraternity, whom you love, Mr, Wilberforce ! 
and his deſpotic adminiſtration, which you 
ſupport, and are become in conſequence a par- 
taker of their monſtrous guilt ;—furely theſe 
regular ſtateſmen, I fay, will be numbered 
with the laſt imitators of perſecuting Saul, 
with the laſt perpetrators of ſuch unſpeakable 
atrocities, ſuch inexpiable crimes, as theſe l. 
7 aue under the altar the fouls of them, that 
were Jain for the word of God, and for the teſa 
timony, which they held; and they cried with a 
Oo voſce, feymng © 5 Hou . O Tord l holy 
and 


3 
and true, deft thou not judge and avenge our 
| Blood on them that dwell on the earth 8 . 
vi. . 10.) | 


4. Thou act 1 am not Glicitbis to 9 ſpecify 
every characteriſtic doctrine of Chriſtianity, or 
aim at the difficult attempt of illuſtrating all 


its excellencies, with a circumſtantial copiouſ- 


neſs unneceſſary on this occaſion; yet in 
addrefling you, Sir! it will in no wiſe be 


impertinent to obſerve, that the religion 5 


Jeſus is a ſyſtem, not of ceremonzes, but of 
ſervices.” "Anxious ſcruples, (Matt. xxiii. 23. 

25.) oſtentatious formalities, (verr. 5. 14. 28.) 
demure grimace, (vi. 16.) /ong babblingprayers, 
and indeed all but private prayers, (ver. 5—9.) 
flaſtings, and ſimilar auſterities, are diſcoun- 
tenanced, or condemned, by expreſs decla- 
rations of the Goſpel. Such formalities, in 
fact, are wholly inconſiſtent with a genuine 
profeſſion of our religion in /þzr7# and in 
truth; (John, iv. 23, 24.) with this ſublime 

refined ſcheme of mental worſhip and in- 
ternal purity. Our devotional conſtitution of 
foul, our ſilent principle of duty, is neither 
invi igorated nor improved by the inſpection 
4 man, who looketh on the outward appearance 


— 


only, 75 
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only, but by the conſciouſneſs of nis eye, 
106 looketh on the heart « (1 Sam. xvi. 7.) 
As far as we find our affections warmed: and 
| our practice benefited by ritual performances, 
we are furniſhed with a criterion of our im- 
perfect advances in the true Chriſtian cha- 
racter, and our inadequate conceptions of the 
powers of the Goſpel. Ceremonial obſer- 
vances are the milk ſuited to babes in Chriſt : 
Heb. v. 12, 13. When we arrive at the 
Full flature of perſect manhood, (Eph. iv. 13.) 
when our ſenſes, from exerciſe and experi- 
ence, ſhall be able to diſcern between good and 
evil; we may expect to reliſh the frong meat 
of Chriſtianity, and ſhall venture to put away 
theſe 0 ebings 7 ; e week Cor. Xiu. 


6 


is N Eccleſiaſtical e Wan impo⸗- 
| tide, perſecutions, and civil Tyranny, in all 
the ſhapes of that horrid fiend, are diametri- | 
cally oppoſite to the liberal ſpirit of the 
Chriſtian diſcipline, and are moſt' expreſsly 
and energetically condemned by it. No modes 
of conviction, beyond the gentle proceſs of 
calm perſuaſion and rational appeal, are au- 


Ghoriled: by the goſpel of Jeſus Chriſt, He, 
| that 


(283) 7) 
that hath ears to bear, let him bear; (Matt. 
iii. 9.) was the uniform maxim of the ge- 
nerous founder of our religion. He allowed no 
maſters, no rabbis, no fathers, upon earth; 
(Matt. xxiii. 7—11.) no lordly interferences 
of councils or ſynods, of emperors or popes, 
of parliaments or prelates, or even royal de- 
fenders of the faith! with his ſupreme and 
ſole authority in that ſpiritual dominion over 
the minds and conſciences of his ſubjects. 
No high-prieſt of mere mortal ordination can 
ruſh with impunity into this ſanctuary of the 
heart. Every ſpecies of church eſtabliſh» 
ment, all human formularies of religious doc- 
trine, all compulſory ſubſcriptions to creeds, 
and articles, and canons, that contemptible 
trumpery of ignorant, lazy, mercenary, and 
impudent eccleſiaſtics! are a direct profana- 
tion of the ſanctity of the Goſpel, a profligate 
uſurpation on the unalienable rights of pri- 
vate judgement, and an audacious rebellion 
againſt the ſovereignty of the ſole commiſ— 
ſioned legiſlator of Jehovah. No foundation 
can any man lay, beyond what is already laid, 
Jeſus the Chriſt: (1 Cor. iii. 11.) Neither 
gold, nor filver, nor precious flones, and much 
| leſs thoſe baſer materials of wood, hay, and 
flubble, 
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fubble, laid on this foundation by laviſh 
churchmen, the | deſpicable engines of civil 
' tyranny! will be long endured in connexion 


with that ſpotleſs and ſimple princigle „which 
abhors all ſecular and carnal contact. 


Non tamen ulla magis præſens fortuna laborum eſt, 
Quam ſi quis potuit ferro reſcindere ſummum 
Ulceris os: alitur vitium, vivitque tegendo, 
Dum medicas adhibere manus ad vulnera paſtor 
Abnegat, aut meliora deos ſedet omina poſcens. | 


Such antichriſtian phantorns of our dreary 
H, I have no doubt, will ſoon vaniſh, with 
the beaſts of darkneſs, before the piercing 
beams of Liberty and Science. The night is 
far ſpent: the day is at hand: (Rom. xiii. 
12.) The Lord will preſently conſume theſe 
dark iniguities, this delufion, and theſe lies of 
Satan, with the ſpirit of his mouth; and deſtroy 
them with the brightneſs of his coming : 
(2 Theſſ. ii. 7—12.) In the mean time, 
however, if theſe men trouble us, and pervert - 
the goſpel of Chriſt ; if they preach any other 
goſpel, than that delivered in the ſeriptures ; 
if they teach, for doftrines, the commandments of 
men; — an authority, paramount and antece- 


dent to all incidental re ee or connexions 
with 


1 {. ax 2 


with local governments, commands us to re- 
Jett them : (Gal. vii. 10. Matt. _ b, 

But ſome paſſages of the Chriſtian volume 
are, in relation to this ſubject of religious do- 
mination and perſecution, ſo eminently ſub- 
lime and beautiful, as to merit diſtinct recital 
and ocular exhibition in theſe pages. 


Another parable put he forth unto them, 
« ſaying: The kingdom of heaven is likened 
* unto a man, which ſowed good ſeed in his 
« field: but, while men llept, his enemy 

*« came and ſowed tares among the wheat, 
« and went his way. But, when the blade 
« was ſprung up, and brought forth fruit, then 
e appeared the tares alſo. So the ſervants of 
« the houſholder came and faid unto him: 
« Sir! didſt thou not ſow good ſeed in thy 
« field? Whence then hath it tares? He 
« ſaid unto them: An enemy hath done this. 
« The ſervants faid unto him: WIL T THou 
, THEN, THAT WE GO AND GATHER THEM 
ur? But he ſaid: Nay ; LEST, WHILE YE 
© GATHER UP THE TARES, YE ROOT UP 
© ALSO THE WHEAT WITH THEM. LET 


% BOTH GROW TOGETHER UNTIL THE HAR- 
E | «© VAST ©: 


P % 
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@ T and, in the time of harveſt, I will ſay 
« to the reapers, gather ye together firſt the 
* tares, and bind them in bundles to burn 
7 them ; but gather the wheat into _ barn:“ 
(Matt. Xili. 2 24—31.) 


Tu ſee here, Sir! a dictate of TTY "ION | 
mate wiſdom, tranſcribed, to prevent miſap- 
prehenſion and diffegard, as it were, with a 
ſun-beam; a moſt engaging piece of parabolic 
hiſtory, prohibitory of all interpoſition with 
the moral and religious ſentiments of indi- 
viduals ; ſentiments, not cognizable indeed at 
the bar of a human judicature : =a precept 
of anticipation and foreſight,. directly levelled 
againſt intolerant churchmen and deſpotic 
legiſlators, who blend penalties, re reſtrictions, 
puniſhments, civil diſabilities, or ſecular in- 
terferences of any kind, with the ſpiritual : 
intereſts of the Goſpel. 


But, to dwell a little longer on this mo- 
mentous topic; | 
— — —— juvat vſque morari, 
Et conferre gradum: 


we are here preſented with a divine pre- 
{cription, which neither dulneſs can miſin- 
| terpret, 


C1 „ 
terpret, ſophiſtry n nor artifice evade, 
But, No; fays the church of England, 
with all the hierarchical inſolence of Papal 
uſurpation : :* You cannot learn the Goſpel 
tc from the ſcriptures only; you muſt not ex- 
40 pect to find it here. I will tell you where 
cc pure Chriſtianity is to be contemplated in 
it's perfection; namely, in my articles and 
&* canons: and, if you want beſides a moſt 
=7 * perſpicuous interpretation of them, you 
40 * muſt have recourſe by all means to that 

& zoodly manual and moſt pregnant epitome 
6c of ſound- doctrine, the ATHANASIAN 
0 cxpep! 11 Moreover, if your obſtinacy 

and ſtupidity be ſo deplorably incurable, 
4 ag to refuſe acceptance of all theſe incom- 

prehenlible bleffin 88 at my hands, and 
« heſitate at the verity of their contents allo, 
1 you ſhall not only, WITHOUT DOUBT, PR- 
„ RISH EVERLASTINGLY, (which is a trifle) 
« but be debarred from all the good things 
« of Church and State; all thoſe fat /ops 
and ſavoury meats, that are reſerved for 
ce ſuch bedient children, as love me, and 
« his Majeſty's min 220 for che time being, in 
1 fincerity.” 


; fp 


1 Another 


1 
Another paſſage of the New Teſtament, 


not leſs obſervable and impreſſive, occurs in 
the Acts of the Apoſtles, chap. v. ver. 34— 
41. which it were unpardonable t to ſuppreſs 
or abridge; replete as it is with ſingular mag- 
nanimity and intrinſic wiſdom, and of univer- 
ſal reference to all diſcuſſion, civil or reli- 


Bious. 


« Then ſtood there up one. in * 1 
« a Phariſee, named Gamaliel, a doctor of the 
« law, had in reputation among all the peo- 
by « ple; and commanded to put the Apoſtles 
« forth a little ſpace, and faid unto them; 
« Ye men of Ifracl! take heed to yourſelves 
«« what ye intend to do as touching theſe men, 


For before theſe days roſe. up Theudas, 


« boaſting himſelf to be ſomebody ; to whom 
% number of men, about four hundred, 


my Joined themſelves ; who was lain, and all, 


« as many as obeyed him, were ſcattered, 
and Lin to nought. | 


60 „ After this man roſe up Judas of Galilee, 


ö ce in the days of the taxing; and drew away 


* much people after him, He alſo periſhed; 


«ce and 


- ” 
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« and all, even as many as obeyed him, were 
5 b 


27 At now I ſay unto you, REFRAIN FROM 
1 THESE MEN, AND LET THEM ALONE: 
4 for, if this counſel, or this work, be of 
*« men, it will come to nought; but, if it 
« be of God, ye cannot overthrow it: left 
* haply ye be found to fight even againſt 
« God. And to him they agreed.” 


Can you tell me, Sir! what ſenatorial de- 
ciſion ever exceeded, for manly candour, for 
judicious diſcrimination, for plain unſophiſ- 
ticated ſenſe, this admirable ſuggeſtion of the 
Jewiſh doctor ? The collective annals of hu- 
man intelle& and genius have not regiſtered 
a tranſaction, more declaratory of honeſt in- 
tention, more honourable to the f pirit of 
moderation and ſound policy, than that be- 
fore us. Such, indeed, will ever be the uni- 
form language of i ingenuous men, warped by 
no ſelfiſh: conſiderations, unbiaſſed by lu- 
crative expectancies, conſcious of a rectitude 
of purpoſe, and engaged in the conſcientious 
ſupport of a righteous ſyſtem. For every one 
that doeth evil hateth the light, neither cometh 

. | 70 


„ 
to the light, leſt his deeds ſhould. be convicted: 
but he, that dbeth truth, cometh to the light, 
that his deeds may be made ma 7 ifeſ, that they 
are wrought in God: (John iy. 20, 21.) 


Kerr vag 4 wh, T5)" wnlung To S. 
THnitves court the night, but Truth defies the ſun. 


Now the deciſions of modern Judges and 
Attornies-Genera! would be couched, I trow, 
in language very diſſimilar to that of the Iſ- 
raelitiſh ſage ; and ſomething, perhaps, in the 
ſtyle of the following gracious expoſtulation : 


« Culprit ! we would have you to under- 

6 ſtand, that our government, of which we 
« are the diſintereſted ſervants, is an abſo- 
« lutely good government; and we will not 

« ſuffer any man to ſpeculate upon it, nor in- 
% dulge himſelf in the vain hope of mending 
„ what-the King, who can do no wrong, and 
« the wi/dom of parliament, have ſo often de- 
« clared to be, actual Perfection. Me "oy 
« it to be ſo by experimental ſympathy : 

66 groſs and ignorant multitude are no "Bay 
of ſuch delicate queſtions. Sir! you have 
« been guilty of an unpardonable offence in - 
K Alas theſe myſteries in what you call a 


8 e rational 
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* rational way, and truly! in endeavouring 
ce to miſlead your countrymen, amidſt the 
* enjoyment of 4n&#nown happineſs and pro- 
« ſperity. This ſpecies of outrage and pro- 
te fanation, Sir! in men, whoſe only duty is 
c obedience, muſt not be endured with im 
% punity. Sir! to be brief with you, we will 
* illuminate your underſtanding, and confer. 
ce true benefit on the community, by giving 
«« you full opportunity of meditating more 
e maturely on this ſubject, in an inacceſſible + 
« Haſtile, or during a fourteen years flavery - 
« among thieves and cut-throats at Botany | 
* 


Even the public orator, at Cambridge, and 
that arch-hypocrite, your fellow- traveller, Mr. 
Wilberforce! will not deny this proceſs to 
be a moſt efficacious method of conviction and 
reformation; extremely proper to be adopted 
in the exiſting circumstances by a regular go- 
verument, under the proſperous auſpices of our 
immaculate and heaven - born prime-miniſter! 
who, happily for his own country and man- 
kind! at length, acquieſces in the uncorrupt 
decifions of the legiſlature, and has long diſ- 
abuſed himſelf of thoſe filly notions of re- 

formation L 


-— C6) 
| formation, which once deluded the imma- 
- turity of his underſtanding ! 


If our moſt reverend and right reverend 
prelates with the wiſe ſenators of the lower 
Houſe ſhould hear a grave preacher deſcanting 


upon the cruel perſecutions, which the firſt 


Chriſtians endured; and how their ſmall 


| ſociety ſoon dilated itſelf under oppreſſion and 


ſeverity through the habitable globe; they 
would acknowledge themſelves convinced by 


the ſtatement of the orator, and would clearly 


diſcern the extreme folly of coercive mea- 


ſures in that inſtance: not aware, in the 
mean time; becauſe of that judicial blindneſs, 


which accompanies a mind under the domi- 


nion of habitual depravity, that they were 


purſuing the very meaſures, which their own 


unperyerted judgement had deliberately Con- 
856 155 in a caſe abſolutely, correſpondent 
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ſion of my ſubject, by the moſt important of 


all topics in the preſent criſis of affairs. The 


CHRISTIAN RETIeIOx then, I ſay, is a ſyſtem 
of EQuALiTyY, in the moſt rigorous and ex- 


tenſive | 


CY. 


tenſive acceptation of that term. It i is vain to 
palliate, as it is impoſſible to deny, in my opi- 
nion, this inevitable and plain concluſion. 
That univerſality and diffuſion of benevolence, / 
which teach the votaries of the Goſpel to em- 


brace collective man with the arms of bro- 


therly affection, is incompatible with every ſpe- 


cies of hereditary political diſtinction; is irre- 


concileable with every degree of ariſtocratical 
ſuperiority. The ſelfiſhneſs, the intolerance, 


the peculiar depravity, more or leſs inſepa- 


rable, through the unalterable connexion of 


cauſe and effect, even from the moſt gentle and 
amiable natures ; — theſe fruits, I ſay, of edu- 


cational ſingularities in Nobility, generally 


ſpeaking, can no more unite with the meek, 


unaſſuming, condeſcenſive, and aſſociating qua- 
lities of evangelic love, than the heterogeneous 
materials of the prophetic image, (Dan. ii. 


43.) the iron and the clay, could incorporate 
with each other. I am fimply adverting 


here to the univerſal and undeniable tenden- 


cies of things; nor would I be underſtood 
to ſuppoſe, that the moſt ſublime virtues and 
moſt endearing benevolent affections may not 
ſubſiſt in the ſphere of exalted ranks. I aſ- 
ſert merely, that the education of theſe higher 
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_ claſſes, their carly habits and modes of life, 


their afluent expectations, are a grievous 


ſtumbling- block in their way; and muſt im- 


pede in ſome degree the freedom of their 
progreſs in running the race of Virtne and 
Immortality. Sure I am, that a day will 


come, and is even now at the door of ſome 


European nations, when the clouds of vulgar 
ſuperſtition and the miſts of infantile prejudice, 
that encumber and pollute the atmoſphere of 


ſocial life, whilſt they intercept the intel- 


lectual proſpects of the mind, will be purged 
from our horizon; when a clear ſky will ſhed 
it's unſullied ſplendours and bevign influences 
on the human race: 


- — —s en repente 
| Scindit fe nubes, et in æthera purgat apertum. 


Then ſuch 8 ſoleciſms in religion 
and reaſon, as eſtabliſhed churches, hereditary 


diſtinctions and immunities, &c, &c. will only 
exiſt in the records of antiquated hiſtory, as 
awful monuments of the wickedneſs, infa- 


tuation, and calamities of mankind. 


But obſerve, Sir! with what earneſtneſs 
and pathos, the leſſons of humility, of reci- 
T0 | procal 


un! 


procal ſervice; of the meekeſt e 


of the kindeſt ſympathy, and of undiſtinguiſh- 
ing philanthropy, are inculeated on his diſ- 


ciples by the benevolent Saviour of the world; £ 
who diſplayed in his own perſon an example 


df modeſt y and mildneſs, utterly ſubverſive of 


all uſurped domination and tranſmitted privi= 


lege. 


« And there was alſo a ſtrife among his 


4 diſciples, which of them ſhould be account- 
<« ed the greateſt. But Jefus faid untq them: 
« Ye know, that the kings of the Gentiles 
t exerciſe lordſhip over them; and they that 


g are great, exerciſe authority upon them. 


But it-ſhall not be ſo among you; but, 
< whoſoever will be great among you, let him 
«be your miniſter ; and, whoſoever will be 
chief among you, let him be your ſervant. 
% Even as the Son of Man eame not to be 
«© miniſtered unto, but to Miniſter; and to 
give his life a ranſom ſor many? n 
xx. e Luke xxii. e 6 e 


n Fa 


Ivete; Pn Sy x6, a love for hs 


true prineiples of fair criticiſm, call upon me 


to declare, that the latter ſentence is exhibited 


F * 
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" * „. 1 E 
— — 


ä "© #3 
with a very material tranſpoſition of phraſe, 


| and variety of readings, in ſome MS copies of 
the New Teſtament, belonging to the Impe- 


rial-library at Vienna, and other royal repoſi- 
tories, that might be mentioned, if a ſcrupu- 
lous detail of ſuch minutiæ were expedient 
on this occaſion; 


In weſtern clime there is a town, 
| To thoſe that dwell therein well known; 
Therefore, there needs no more be ſaid here: 
We unto them refer our reader. 
For u is very good, 
| When W are, or are not, underſtood, 


Indeed, the vations Hers ſpoken of are 


delineated i in red ink, which betrays the 
hand of a Ae interpolator and ſtand as 


i110 * 


2 Ben as the - of the Mes came not to 


„ miniſter, but to be miniſtered unto ; and to 


40 give the life many N a ranſom for 
1 their 0 own COD A 11 ' 1 


1 by, 


Sir! 1 le you, ind your minifterial par- 


: Abs, aſſiſted by the wiſdom of Parliament, 


to mean the 1 excellence of theſe 


3 I. | read- 


(WW 1} 


readings, to ſettle theſe curious aberrations 
of lumbering tranſcribers, and to Point out 
the ſources of their miſtake: 


Non noltrum inter vos tantas 85 lies 


Again: — 4 S0 ue Jeſus had" Waſhed 


« their feet, and had taken his garments, and Ex 


was ſet down again, he faid unto them : 
* Know ye, what I have done unto you? Ye 
call me Maſter and Lord: and ye ſay well; 

« for ſo I am. If I then, your Lord and 
© Maſter, Ind waſhed your feet, ye alſo 
«© ought to waſh one another's feet. For I 
< have given you an example, that ye ſhould 
« do as I have done. to you. Verily, verily, 
* ſay unto. you, The ſervant is not greater 
e than his lord; neither he, that is ſent, 
e greater than he that ſent him. If ye know 
* theſe things, happy are ye, if ye do ad : 

(John,, Xxiii. 1 n 7 


But 1 hall : not nig quotations in ſup- 
port of a propoſition, loudly proclaimed and 
indubitably demonſtrated, by every action of 
_ . our. Saviour's life, and every precept of his 
tongue. I conclude then, that the pure ſpirit of 
the 


tn) 


the Golf pel, operative through the whole maſs = 
of the creation, is the life of every man alike; 
that it comprehends, and ſh6uld. pervade every 


I” profeſſor, from the beggar on the dunghill, 


(1 Sam. ii. 8.) to the monarch zhat fitteth 
bon bis throne: (Exod. xi. 5.) It is altogether 
frivolous and inapplicable, or univerſally and 
undiſtinguiſhably pertinent: it is —_— or 
the moſt important of all * 


II. 1 am ee Sir ! at the 3 
ing divifion. of my ſubject; of leſs general 
moment and application, it is true; but, be- 
yond all controverſy, of no inconſiderable 
concernment to yourſelf. You will be weigh- 
ed in my balance, and found materially want- 
ing. That balance, indeed, is not the even and 
unerring balance (Job, xxxi. 6.) of the ſane- 
tuary; but the balance of a weak and fallible 
fellow creature: of one, however, who has 
watched ſome days and ſome nights in the ſo- 
ber inveſtigation of ſcripture truth, and has 
ſaeriſiced many a hecatomb of ſocial comfort 
and ſecular emolument on her altar: whoſe 
| Judgement, therefore, has ſome authority, and 
is entitled to ſome reſpect. believe you 
from my ſoul to be well-intentioned, un- 
= amin g⸗ 


(4 


8 and uninfluenced by worldly mo- 
tiyes; but under the dangerous dominion of 
ſuperſtitious and puerile prepoſſeſſions. Under 
this conviction, I have frequently ſtood fort 
as your apologiſt, in oppoſition to thoſe harſher 
adverſaries, who could find no ſolution of your 
ſtrange political demeanour, but in depravity 
of heart: a ſuppoſition, which in all caſes, 
where no ſiniſter views are viſible, forces it- 
ſelf with extreme reluctancy on my breaſt. 
No: your ingenuous nature has been abuſed. 
by inſidious and ſelfiſh profligates ; who, deſti- 
tute of worth themſelves, have been eager to 
proſtitute your virtues and reputation to their 


born intereſt or popularity. I believe you to be 


A4B⸗ctuated, like the Iſraelites of the apoſtle's days, 
with à zeal of God, but not according to knows 
Hedge: (Rom. x. 2.) You are exempt too, I 

hope and would willingly perſuade myſelf, 
from that overweening influence of fanatical 
impreſſions, which, beneath the ſpecious ſem- 
blance of humility and ſelf-annihilation, in- 
flates, with a moſt dangerous infuſion of ſanc- 
timonious contemptuouſneſs and Phariſaic 
pride, that claſs of Chriſtians 5 amang which 
you rank. 


5 To 
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1. To ad therefore, in my DE — 
vat will recollect, Sir! that the volume, 
which we ſo juſtly love. thoſe holy ſcriptures, 
| Fhat are able to make us wiſe unto ſalvation, 
(2 Tim. iii. 15.) has furnifhed it's readers 
with a touch-ſtone, at which we may try our 
faith, whether it be adulterate, or pure. The 
words of our Lord's favourite diſcipte will 
poſſibly recur to memory on this occafion : 
. If any man will do his will, he ſhall know of the 
 doftrine, whether it be of God: (John, vii. 
17.) Concerning your own knowledge of this 
doctrine, with reſpect to your own ſoundneſs 
in the faith, few ſcruples, I dare fay, have 
broken i in of late years upon the tranquillity of 
your acquieſcence. Your fellow traveller, to 
whom 1 have before alluded in theſe pages, 
whoſe foul hypocriſy, and dark malignity,' 
though unſuſpected by yourſelf, are practically 
- known to me; that impoſtor, I fay, has con- 
tributed to confirm you in a gloomy ſyſtem 
of evangelical fanaticiſm, which he derides as 
much as any man in theory, and contemns 
openly and avowedly, beyond all others, in 
his conduct. The remarks, Sir! which I am 
proceeding to ſubjoin, will aſſiſt your deter- 
mination with reſpect to the uncorruptneſs 
"4 a6 OE”, r 


1 4 


of: of 700 religious creed, infinitely better than 
che ſuggeſtions of that ſuw\tle. ſycophant and 
a on the principles of my unexcepti- 
ble e Joſh W n * book 
50 e 44, Love. denies 
2. x Neeber your, nr Heath 1 
95 e manners, 1 have been favoured with no 
opportunities of experimental knowledge. I 
feel myſelf, however, entirely diſpoſed to be- 
lieve you here fo, far irreproachable and praiſe- 
worthy, as the egregious. puerility of your 
religious fancies will allow. Your. public aba 
racter alone, abundantly conſpi picuous, from 
the elevation of your poſition, io the whole 
community, will conſtitute the baſis. of, my 
enquiries - and concluſions; and this is ſo 
Krongly, marked: by actions of moſt deciſpe 
quality, as to admit, I ſhould ſuppoſe, on a 
full and fair ſtatement, no poſſible diverſity 
of ſentence. with "rational: and waiter 
ee ? | 


F 
- , 5 "ISS a 
- YE 7 1 1 : 
222 4 


we 


De word, Sir. { Fn once e intaghe 
middle.of my ſubject, you ſtand impeac 
in a moſt awful day of trial, at the bar of Re- 
rg Reaſon, and Humanity, of that high 


G hs - 
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( #2 ) 
crime and miſdemeanour, — a dong, S nn 


Sem; and ardent ſupport, in your political 
| calpacity;"of that right bur, gonitleman, 


Wiltrant Pirr. Here. pauſe a moment, 
I beſeech you you, who love the Golpet; 
ou, who glory in a crucified Redeemer ! 
ndeavour to frame; before yo proceed, 
fome* conception of the difefül pregnatey. 
the multitudinous dependencies, of this ſhart 

and fimple propoſſtion! The fried of 
r Wil IAN Pir r.“ Von Will rain mer. 
571 truſt; Bech you have acted gnorantly. 
#unbeliefo (1 Tim. i. 14.) You are not, you 
 Wihtot be, perfectly aware, Tam perſuaded, 
der the immeafurable enotmities - "compriſed 
un that "zealous and powerful co-e | 
Vik ſach 4 miniſter: or the bare contem- 
plation of the circumſta- enn 
n L imb 0% es Vils 


5 dweg 4 £3 1346331 34 Das 481 


2 * Adipice: nm age OOTY 


Mortales hebetat viſus tibi, et humida cireum 
— Caligat, nubem eripiam. 


Tagityoanejes hitherwatd; 2h I. Ge relo p 

dh horrid texttire of wickedneſs extreme, and 
calamity dnexampled: — contemplate, if you 
Can, with a calm by the frightful ſpec. 


_ SL6575 ele 
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0 trace the black embroidery, and the 
thick: characters of beth that are wrought in 
fach ſauguine colours, with ſuch awful and 
| bring =o IIs 95 it's 


"Bao animus wenige bort, wan ragt, 
N SRL [ © "3 
' «908 Sr eB „ 


2g You wel) ada Mr. W Vilberforce 
that this WILLIAM Pirr, who: has loſt 
his memory, profeſt himſelf, at the com- 
2 a e career, a 
eee of cs en, a tha onhy 
| radical cure, that could be deviſed, for the 

multifarious and: flagrant corruptions of our 
government. His wbrds, I am informed, are 
tantamount to the following declaration; or, 
in truth, accurately the fame with theſe: 

te Without a reformatian in Parliament, nei- 
« ther the liberty of the ſubject can be pre- 
e ſerved, nor can we expect to have a Wat | 
50 virtuous, or diſintereſted: n | 


A 


ien 5:47: 1665 > YEH: 83 125 AI 13 141 6118 
r Welbl“ you egen: « My friend 
ve vontinues in this ſentiment : he is ſtill an 


advocate for reformation in the repreſen- 
| 4:18 D | 2 bo: tative 


JL 


be Mad nen,. 
then, Sir ! Tae you, to what alternative 
by this fond eredulity you are reduced. - You 
muſt either accept with implicit acquieſcence 
the unſupported affertion af the ſtripling 
ſtateſmin, and obſtinately reſiſt the cleareſt | 
demonſtrations of undiſputed fact in the n ma- 
turity of his public life: or aſſign ſome ade- 
quate reaſon for his moons * on the 
* of this . > MALISHY 2167. 2402 
b I muft HAY sii ths. 3 his 
adminiſtration; this man has created; includ- 
ing his'reverend progeny of prelates and the 
exaltations of inferior nobility to higher titles, 
nearly one half, I believe, of the peerage of 
this realm Mark this diligently: and ceaſe 
to wonder, that Sir Brook »Buothby has ſtyled 
our preſent houſe of lords, * New creatures 
£-of the miniſter, and old valets of the king; 
4 eee _ 4 af er ' 
HE STi of 5557: | et 

Flirther: —t is 1 dts no 

effrontery, I think, can gainſay, that the repre- 
ſientatiyes of the people during the ſame pe- 
riod have numbered amongſt them in large 
een nnn of men more imme- 
yy SG | 0. diately 


f af; 28 


„ 
duately and eſſentially under the influence ot 

the miniſter from their mercantile character, 
incom parably. beyond the example of any 
former period that can be ſpecified. With 
reaſon, therefore, has the ſame elegant, but 
ſatiric, pen, characteriſed this honourable aſ- 
ſembly, as compoſed · of placemen, pen- 
„ fioners, hungry expeCtants, India delin- 
« quents, and every other deſcription of mi- 
« niſterial dependants; kennelled like hounds, 
ec and crouching for employment : repreſen- 
cc i tatives, repreſenting nothing . own 
64 en intereſt,” 


| It were a e ſerupuloſity to agus 

our reſearches further in proſecution of the 
point in queſtion. Deteſtable ſurely muſt be 
that audacity, which refuſes to acknowledge, 
 — deplorable that ſottiſhneſs, which is unable 
to perceive, — the abſolute irreconcileability 
of ſuch a conduct with ſuch profeſſions. No, 
Sir! This was the lure holden out by a young 
grey beard in impoſture to entrap popular 
ſimplicity; a ſimplicity, irrationally ſeduced by 
boaſtful promiſes, ſuperficial loquacity, and a 
precipitate preſumption of hereditary virtues. 
. attachment was ech ſecured, 


* 
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4 6 
even to an exceſs of enthüufaſtic fofdneſt and 
1 * His difintereſted 'partifins, how- 
4 „have been long diſenchanted of theif 
2 delirium; they have been fobered for 
many years from the intoxicating furties of his 
"_ cup: but alas! e 


8. * L103 "= n 
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ain remork is cheir only confolation 

now; and the' bitterneſs of ſelf-condetrination, 
dos juſtly merited by ſuch groundleſs and 
mmmoderate credulity! their ſole reward. Re- 
formation is eraſed for ever from the tablet; ; 
and Revolution is written in it's place. Dabit 
Deus ir quogue fm. F of #5 © 3 1 4 | 


i. 
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S 154 ire 

For my own part, de unh e 

a of penetration into human cha- 

racter with ſome ſucceſs, or from ſuperior 
opportunities of experimental -obſervation, I 

=_ never found myſelf at any period of my life 
| miſtaken in my: judgement of that man. His 
diſdainful aſpect, and ſupersitious demeanour, 
when a contemporary youth at Cambridge; 
the ſelf-opiniated dictatorial complexion of his 
firſt ſpeeches in public life; the prematurity 
of 1 oratorical exhibitions al theſe ſtrik- 


„ 


(( 49s )' 
ing peculiarities: were ſufficient indications; 
to my mind at leaſt, chat all was falſe and 
© hollow ;” a gaudy ſtructure, deſtitute of 
foundation and ſtabilit ; the bloſſoms of 
wiſdom and of virtue, without the root: and, 
—_ Rh t withered TOO | 


Quaſi & folltcali herbs, paullifper fair: | 


Seas” Af 


oo 5 x _ folfttial "Saab, one nne ere Se. 
Saw JOE it's verdare, eg and wy, 


Ye ſons of Cam. in whoſe hearts this ie 
idol (but a mere wooden log to me) has heen 
Jong ſet up and worſhipped; your eyes have 
often ſeen a fit emblem for this ohject of your 
profane adoration on the boſom: of that wizard. 
flream, which waſhes the hallowed feet of ous 
: Am Mater. 0 | 


Oe EM 3 


Vour eyes have noticed a plant, expanding it's 
broad foliage and ſtately flower on the ſurface 
of the waters; but have found, on cloſer in- 
ſpection, that * the ſtem, by which it receives 
% nouriſhment and ſupport,” yo dender as 4 
5 * thread.” 8 g 


| 4 4 de 
This, S! is then man, "OR add exemplar 


Sas ; 4 / / of | 
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0 all rfurmatons ebene, Ark? 


— 1 quantum mate ab ws, 


whoſe 3 e e * I wich cor- 
dial concurrence, with a confidence unlimited, 
and with the powerful influence of your _ 
tation, amidſt an inconſiſtency of conduct, to 
which it ſeems impoſſible for any intellect 
above the mere imbecillity of idiotiſm to have 
been the dupe. You have admired, loved, and 
revered this miniſter, with the mark of the 
beaft, with all the unequivocal characters of 
apoſtaſy and perfidy, deeply engraven on hit 
Forehead. But this, I 3 is one * _—_ 
extraordinary methods __ HAST; \ 


— * 


0 Loorine vx ro dat! 
2 You proved yourſelf the 8 94 
jutor of this incomparable guardian of our 
liberties, civil and religious, in his oppoſition 
to a repeal of the Tz-/aws and penal ſtatutes 
in behalf of the Proteſtant- diſſenters from the 
Church eſtabliſhment. When the delegates 
from that bod waited on the miniſter with 
"45. +. 8 


; {het 49 FE | 
an explanation of their intended propoſition to 


Parliament, and a ſolicitation of his — 4 | 


this- complicated monſter, this Am be jſoana dire, 


leſt an impreſſion upon them at their firſt in- 


tervie w, ſignificant of an intended patronage of 
their petition. There is no miſrepreſentation, 
Sir! no exaggeration, in this ſtatement. My 


informants are the eye and ear witne fles os. 


this tranſaction. Whether he were ſincere at 
that time, and were afterwards diverted. from 
his purpoſe by motives of intereſt and am- 
bition; or even then were biaſſed dy the 


countervailing influence of his habitual 1 * 


city; I take not upon me to decide. The fact 


only is inconteſtable: that his ſubſequent exer- 


tions on this queſtion were diametrically op- 


poſed to a previous ex pectation, excited by his. þ 


looks, and words, and demeanour, i in men not 
likely to deceife themſelves, and incapable of 
_ others. 8 | ot 


252 ou | likewiſe, Mr: Wierer! 5 SY 
originally inclined to favour theſe petitioners, 
before the engine of prieſteraft and political 


cajolery had been played on your fimplicity; 


but you ſpeedily recovered. your ſteps. from 
chis incidental deviation into rectitude. vou 


25 
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1 „„ 0 
are conſcious, that what I am going to affirm, 
is truth. You, good creature! dutiful ſon of 
orthodoxy ! pious nurfling of our dear Mo- 
ther- Church ! you were - ſmitten forſooth ! 
with a holy compunction of ſpirit, leſt the re- 
7 | peal of theſe laws, and the conſequent removal 
of civil diſabilities, ſhould prove ultimately 
prejudicial to the intereſts of the hierarchical 
eſtabliſhment in theſe kingdoms, and overſet 
the Thirty-nine Articles; that impregnable 
 bulwark” of our faith! Your underſtanding- 
was ſeized, I muſt preſume, with a mo- 
mentary oblivion of a moſt emphatical leſ- 
ſon in our Scriptures ; or your theologi- 
cal preceptors, it is poſſible, had neglected 
the proper interpretation 'of that important 
paſſage. Suffer me to recall the words to 
your remembrance, and to accompany them, 
with a ve" notes of NP an as We 28 py 


175 * 155 Fe _ faid unto bir dikivles: But 

. whom ſay ye that J am? And Simon Peter 
= anſwered, and ſaid: Thou art the Chriſt, 
the ſon of the living God. And Jeſus an- 
« ſwered, and ſaid unto him: Blefſed art thou, 
Simon Bar- Jona! for fleſh and blood hath 


* not * it unto Fury but my Father 
e which 


(C9 1 
r hien in in heaven, And I ſay alſo unto 
<0 thee : That thou art Peter; and upon this 
* rock I will build my Church; and the 

« gates of hell ſhall not prevail n = 
"JO xvi e G = | 
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Now r Sir! what momentous and | 
| Fundamental prineiples of Chriſtianity are en- 
veloped in this ſhort dialogue between our 
Maſter and his apoſtle. Vou cannot employ 

with a brighter proſpect of edification a few 
moments of your time, than by concentrating 

your attention to an W of thoſe ROW 10 


13 . > 
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* 


We are here taught, upon no leſs evidence 


5 _ the declaration of our Lord himſelf ;— 


| x. that the badge of communion with the Goſ- 
1 pel is 2 ſimple acknowledgement, that Fe/ius 

is the Chriſt, the ſon of the living God: or, in 
other words, that Jeſus of Nazareth was the 
promiſed Mefliah of the Iſraelites, delegated 
by God for the redemption of mankind from 
en and fin, and Sona 


* 
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| | Now; $ if! I 40800 of you, I demi of 
Jo whole prieſthood and pa di of this land, 
H2 5 


4 92) 


by what authority ye preſume to 88 
other conditions: of Chriſtian fellowſhip upon 
this ſingle poſtulatum of your Saviour? On 


what plea of reaſon have ye taken upon you 


to deprive any man of the unalienable birth- 
right of equal citizenſhip, becauſe he — 
fuſes acceptance of your forgeries and im- 
poſitions; your creeds, your articles, your 
_ Canons, and ſummaries of faith? Who com- 
miſſioned this ſelf⸗ created. dictator in ſpiri- 
tual concerns, this man of fin, this fon of 
perdition, thus to lord it over God's heritage; 
— thus, by ſuch impious exaltation of his 
power, to invade a divine prerogative, and 
uſurp a throne even in be temple of God him- 
ſelf? (2 Theſſ. ii. 3. 4. 1 Pet. v. 3.) But 
poſſibly this rebellion againſt the ſole legiſ- 
lation of Jehovah, and the ſupremacy of Chriſt 
in his own kingdom, may be another of _ 
ahh of 885 


” * | LooxixG vn ro Ixsus! 

\ You may. PR. TY farther pany Fa 
5 fo pregnant with Goſpel truth! that 
the revelation of genuine Chriſtianity, and it's 


85 profeſſion; in ſimplicity and purity, a are detached | 
: from 


- 


PONY 


from all intercourſe with feſh-and blood: that : 
= human principles , worldly motives, civil 
power, temporal policy, are as diſſonant from 

the ſpirituality of our religion, as unconnected 
with that vital operation of intrinſic agency, 
as unaccording with thoſe inviſible influences 
of the intellect and heart, — as Jig hi with dark- 
neſs; as Chri . * Belial : AT Cor. vi. . 


- 


15.) => 


5 God never made his work fo man a to mend. 
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Vour ee 5 Vos Sir l. f are in . 
Ty a moſt offenfive abomination in con- 
traſt with the feet ſauours of Goſpel incenſe $i 
they conſtitute the moſt prominent feature in 
that antichriſtian tyranny, on which the word 


| "© prophecy has denounced moſt exemplary : 


vengeance; a Vengeance, that is now at 
length awaking from a ſlumber (2 Pet. ii. 3.) 
of ages, and rouſing all it's energies into ac- 
tion. The victims, indeed, after the uſual pro- 
cedure in great national judgements, enjoy 
themſelves with heedleſs ſecurity, as in a 
perfect calm: like the antediluvian generation 8 
of Noah's day, they eat, they drink, theß 
. « buy, they ſell, they plant, they build: | 
(Luke, xvii. 28.) they continue their career 
| . „ 


| &f ſupineneſs and deception, of pr 


% 


(34) Es 


inſolence, of venality and cruel . 
in conjunction with their ſtate-ally, though a 
dreadful ſpecimen of fimilar- infatuation,- ſo 


recently exhibited in a oem Oy 
| Te 18 WE fo, —9 55 


N | 
But that two-handed engine at Fs . 2 | 
Stands ready to ſmite once, and ſmite no > more * 


* Finally, Sir ' Chriſt has 0 iſed us, FR 
this paſſage, of the perpetual permanency of 
His Church, founded on that adamantine pro- 


feſſion of his Meffiahſhip: The gates of hell 
(or rather, of the grave; i. e. mortality and 


nog ad not eng 2 it. 


80 now, and ſuppoſe this" ty fabric, 
whoſe contriver and builder is God (Heb. xi. 
10.) Omnipozent; whoſe foundations repoſe on 


the immutability of Truth; whoſe compart- 
ments are coextenſive with the globe; ; whoſe - 
; hattlements tranſcend the ſkies : — go now, 
and imagine this vaſt edifice tottering from it's 
doenter by the aſſaults of non · conformiſts and 
| unbelievers : call loudly for your Church and 


her rotten props; ſummon your king, your 


'Y miniſter, and biſhops, with all the names of 


hierarchical 


85 
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K . 


—— art diſtinction, (a 21. multitude, 


 nobich no man can number, Rev. vii. .) to put 


out their — before it lie ee in the 


en P 


Pg 


* cannot excuſe this ſpecies of folly, Sir! in 


you, who have devoted yourſelf to heavenly 


meditation and a painful ſtudy of the ſcriptures. 
Mr. Pitt's conduct in this reſpect is ſuſcep- 
tible of much. more palpable extenuation. 
Spiritual muſings and ſober Ive-feafts form no 


part of his enjoyments and occupations. Gallio | 


careth for none of theſe things : (Acts, xviii. - 


17.) The principles of civil liberty, he has 


forgotten; thoſe of religious, he never knew. 
I could readily prevail upon myſelf, if all 
elſe were well, to obliterate at once, with the 


raſure of forgetfulneſs, this tranſgreſſion from 
the long and crouded catalogue of his offen- 


. 


ces. Compared with his other crimes, ſuch 


hoſtility to an equal participation of religious 


privileges is no more than one barren ſpot 
in a wide and dreary wilderneſs: a mere vol- 


canic eruption amidſt the conflagration of the N 


univerſe 6 


: 


Ls ans ls 5. We 
þ J b k 


ä 


5. We are now en a much higher, 
| ſtep on the ladder of political atrocities ; to 
Which I ſhall raiſe you, Sir] from the vantage- 
- Hos of a, few preliminary obſervations. 


ne, "IF" the moſt meritorious pur- . 
ſuit, the very nobleſt acquiſition, of an intel- 
lectual and moral creature: the bloſſom of 
Happineſs, and the root of Virtue. To this 
purpoſe is that fine remark of Plutarch: 
Ovder erer N Eee, ov Lagigec hai Oe 
CEfvoTEROY, Nn: 3 Man can receive: no 
* blefling of greater worth, God can beſtow | 


none more venerable, than TruTH.” But 

how, Sir ! is 7 ruth to be diſcovered, whether 
evangelical, moral, philoſophical, or political, 
but. by diligent and unreſtrained inveſtigation; 


by the full and free application of human in- 
tellect? Tell me, then; Is not that man a 


rebel againſt Reaſon, againſt Truth, Huma- 
nity, and God; are not thoſe laws, I do not 
ſay, abſurd and wicked, but abſolutely void, 
and ante cedently incapable of obſervance with- 
| -out an actual profanation of the divine will ; 

which preſume to circumſcribe, or fetter, 


much more to WY and Puniſh this funda- 


1 „ 


mental criterion of rationality — this firſt 10 
of intellectual exiſtence? 


on 


cunctis undamque, e patentem. 


If the government of any country anſwer 
all the purpoſes of it's inſtitution in render- 
ing the people happy, men will not be argued 


out of their feelings and common- ſenſe by 


the: fanciful exaggerations of a repining ſcrib- 
bler: but if, again, the rulers of a nation be- 
come deſpotic and unmerciful, devoted to 
their own purpoſes of peculation and ambi- 


tion; that writer deſeryes well of his fellow- 
citizens and mankind at large, who attempts 
by reaſon and argument to deſtroy a conſti- 
tution, which exiſts only to retard the pro- 
vidential intentions of uniyerſal * to. 
the human race, 


Me are here engaged, however, in a thread- 
bare topic; and I haſten my application of it 
to your caſe. I ſhall, therefore, but juſt | ſtay 
to mention the Fruitleſſneſe of ſuch impotent 


reſtrictions; or rather their direct tendency to 


promote the very purpoſe, which they are 
endeavouring to impede. The rays of know- 
ledge may indeed be partially intercepted 
9221 „ for 


c_ 


. 380 7 
for a time, and broken, by the obliquity of 
legal interpoſition ; but the parent luminary 
ſtill purſues, unretarded, his progreſs through 
the ſkies, to invigorate and —— univer- 
ſal Nature. | | 


K 6 8 permit me, Sir ! to direct your atten- 
tion towards the illuſtrious achievements of 
your redoubtable hero in this de partment. of 
eon. | 


1. The freedom of public diſcuſſion hag 
been abridged by ſanguinary ſtatutes yittually 
incompatible with the verbal compact between 
the ſubjects and their principal ſervant (Rom, 
xiii. 3.) the chief magiftrate of this realm, 
the creature (alum. KTIEEI, 1 Pet. ii. 
13.) of our hands: a compact, ratified by a 
public and ſolemn oath at the time of his 

conditional inveſtiture with his n i 


: office. 


2. Many of our fellow-citizens have been 
_ puniſhed by ſevere and arbitrary fines, by 
long and cruel impriſonments, by baniſhment 
to the extremities of the earth among heathen 

ſavages, under very trying circumſtances of 
e hg calamity 


[ 


a CLE 
calamity in a ſudden tranſition from the libe- 
ral enjoyments of a literary life to dark loath- 
ſome dungeons, — to diſeaſe, and chains, and 
famine, and deſolation : their ſpotleſs fame has. 
been expoſed to the ſlanders and obloquy of 
their countrymen from falſe calumnies, pre- 
tended plots, and unſubſtantiated accuſations 
of regal murder: they have been tried for their 
lives like the meaneſt felons, and impeached 
of the blackeſt political crimes, under the 
impreſſions of ſtrong public prejudice; and, 
when pronounced innocent by their peers, | 
in ſpite of all the machinations of diabolical 
malice and the foul exertions of mercenary 
lawyers in this work of blood, they have been 
46 miſſed, after a tedious impriſonment and 
exorbitant expences, ariſing from the iniqui- 
ties of office, without the ſmalleſt retrihution 
for theſe flagrant injuries, which indeed no 
retribution could compenſate, on the part of 
their unrelenting: petiocntors. | 


| Theſe are 3 curſory leanings fron a full 
A Wa a {mall feledtion from the multitudi- 
nous enormities of that grand national impoſ- 
tor, WILLIAM Err 


T. Tpwrory Ti d ert, Tt » do TATION, RATHNEED 3 
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86 F 
theſe are -but a ſlight” ſpecimen of his in- 
fernal manceuvres againſt. ſome of the moſt 
valuable and accompliſhed members in ſo- 
ciety, FOR TREADING IN HIS OWN STEPS | 
(obſerve this, Mr. Wilberforce ! }' for attempt- 
ing the /ame reformation of abuſes by the fame 
means; namely, by a melioration of the repre- 
fentative body in the Commons houſe of Par- 
lament : an object, which raiſed himſelf to 
power and popularity. — Such have hitherto 
been the contrary fortunes of theſe * 


-- 


Ille crucem  ſcleris pretium wulit, hic diadema. 


Theſe o'er the ſea to ſavage deſerts roam; 
| This Auge the world with blood at home, 


Pethops a dire reverſe. of doom is unfolding 
from the boſom of futurity: yet I wiſh, that not 
a hair may periſh from the heads of the au- 
thors of our miſeries! May they rather live 
to expiate during this exiſtence their dreadful 

crimes in the bitterneſs of remorſe; and may 

their future days be one whole contrition for 
| { their fins! 1 : 


* Now; 8 Sir ! in > this WOW VER maſs of 8 
unparalleled, you, as the abettor and acceſſory 
25 this Miniſter, are entitled to ſome ſhare ; 


nay, 


Re. | 
nay, muſt in reaſon be deemed a principal 
participant. The patronage and ſupport, of 
ſuch men as you, has enabled this child of 
perdition to run with impunity and ſucceſs his 
long race of hardened apoſtaſy and ferocious 
_ perſecution. Yet you ſtill adhere to your 
aſſociate! You ſtill repoſe upon his humanity - 
and virtues an unreſerved confidence, as if he 
were a ſecond Titus, the delight, the pride, 
the ornament, of human nature! And this, 
peradventure, is your third method of 


_ LookiNG UNTo Jxsus! 


6. Finally, Sir! you have ſeconded, juſti- 
fied, and encouraged our wordy warrior, in 
that moſt tremendous of all meaſures, Ti be war 


with F rance: 


4 +; £ 


Oh! write it not, my Hand \—The name e appears 
N written :—watlh it out, my Tears! 3 


a war, originally projected upon fictitious Ty 1 
abſurd pretences, againſt every obvious dic- — 
tate of religion, of reaſon, and ſound policy; 
a war, proſecuted with barbarian ferocity, 

amidſt the perpetual admonitions of miſcar- 


ringe, and the unceaſing en "tn „ 
e „ 


CT 


| FW] 
the wiſe and good; a war, accompanied with. 
a complication of calamity and a devaſtation 
of the human ſpecies, prodigious beyond all 
examples in the records of mortality, ſince the 
firſt revolution of the ſun. Even your guilt, Sir! 
as anapprover onlyand ſubordinate promoter of 
this moſt nefarious of all poſſible undertakings, 
is great and terrible indeed! Iam-ſure, for my 
own part, that I would not exchange condi- 
tions with you, under the circumſtance of that 
| Horrible atrocity, unrepented and unannealed 
by remorſe and reparation, by the ſighs of a 
broken heart, and tears of blood for all the 
honours and riches, that kings and potentates 
could beftow. Vet this, it is ene . 
. of your ye * e 


Loox ix vx ro Irsus! of 


And in this place, Sir! i me to a 
rect your eyes upon an emblematical exhibi- 


tion, which has ſuggeſted itſelf to my fancy, 
during it's occupation on the preſent ſubject. 


In the front of this ideal picture, you may 
obſerve a prodigious pile of carcaſes, maimed, 
bruiſed, mangled, and gored with many 
wounds. F. rom the foot of this Alp of car- i 

N nage, 


„ 


| { 63 ) 
nage, you diſcern ſtreams of blood iſſuing 
with ſtrong Eruption, and cutting channels 
for themſelves in every direction through | 
the country. On all fides, at various di- 
ſtances, are diſcovered a variety of ghaſtly 
forms, as if they had juſt eſcaped beyond 
hope from that maſs of ſlain, looking back 
with a mixture of horror and exultation on 
their ſlaughtered companions: ſome, de prived 
of their limbs, and others writhing with the 
tortures of horrid wounds. In the Weſt, are 
preſented to your view vaſt multitudes wither- 
ing and ſinking with the blaſt of death in peſ- 
_ tilential climates ; weltering on the ſhore, or 
floating on the ocean. Through the whole 
painting are diſperſed ruined towns, waſted - 
fields, ſhips and villages in flames. The in- 
tervening ſpaces are diverſified with groups 
of diſconſolate .widows and helpleſs orphans, 
decrepit fires and hoary matrons, bereft of 
their only comfort; beating their breaſts, 
and rending the ſkies with. .groans and lamen- 
RODS. | 


At one corner of the piece, you may. ſee 
ee of malignant aſpect, armed againſt 


brethren, and aſſailing each other with im- 
palwacable 


{ 84 } | ” 8 
placable ferocity : abetted and aſſiſted in their 
unhatural - hoſtilities by a band of ruffians, | 
juſt” landed from their ſhips; whom their 
dreſs and enſigns pooclaum the inhabitants 
numer. tos i 


Above, in the regions. * F che Hip rk 
ened with clouds and deformed by tempeſts, 
you may diſcover a portentous grieſly fiend, 
ſcattering around him firebrands and death, 
with famine, peſtilence, and war, attendant on 
his nod; in dark Divan with his foul aſſeſſors, 
the partners of his miſchiefs, beſmeared with 
the blood of human ſacrifice, and grin- 
ning borribly a \ghaſtly ſmile, to ſee the ſuc- 
ceſsful operation of their deviliſh purpoſes. 
In a remote corner of the picture, rays of 
light are ſeen gradually darting from the ho- 
rizon: you behold them ſtrike the ſouls of 
thoſe atrial demons with conſternation. and 
diſmay ; with borrible imaginings of their 
own deſtruction in the ſpeedy diſſolution of 
their empire, — 1 


Lol But your: Fiend en RF. in * war, le 
in behalf of Religion, n and regular 
| Goperaments! 5 $a | 

8 0 1. By | 


8 (6 


1. By the pretence of this motive of reli- 


gion, it ſhould ſeem, that your copy of the 
Goſpels preſcribes, as an admirable ſpecific 
for reforming the manners of the world, and 
as, the true medium of doing God ſervice, 


(John, xvi. 2.) the cutting of men's throats 


by a legion of brutal mercenaries trained for 


the purpoſe, and legalized to the trade of 
ſlaughter !—By this too we may be led to 
conclude, that the Jeſus, to whom You , 


came into the world, not to SAVE men's lives, 
| but to DESTROY them + (Luke, ix. 56.) By 
this, in ſhort, we might reaſonably preſume, 


from the piety and ſanctity of your doctrines 


and your life, that a trivial monoſyllable has 
flipped, from the careleſſneſs of copyiſts, out 
of one- commandment in the decalogue, as 

exhibited in your Bible, where you n been 
accuſtomed to read it ü 8 | 


Tov SHALT COMMIT MURDER! | 


4; 11 the next place, the. intereſts of bu- 
manity, beyond all poſſibility of contradiction, 
are admirably forwarded and ſecured by the 
converſion of men into ſomethin 8 much 


worſe than brutes : — „ 
- K | 7 Tndica. 


A, — 
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© Indica tigris agit rabid# cum tigride pacein 
+ ee ſtevis inter ſe cotivenit urſis: 


| fs Perpetual bonds of amity 2 
2 e to vs: ſhaggy bear to bees — 
” b Owex. J 


into End. and devils, gorged with the fleſh 
and blood of their fellow-men. But, what is 
the guilt of the poor ignorant hungry offend- 
ers, compared with that of thoſe Anners, their 
employers and inſtigators; ; of whom You are 
3 (x Tim. i. x5.) Not much more, in 
a fair eſtimate, than that of the paſſive bayonet, 
to the hand which thruſts it to the heart.— 
Oh ! Sir! are not the words of Peter too ap- 
plicable to conduct ſuch as your 's? Thou bal 
neither party nor lot, in this matter ; for thy 
beart is not right in the lit of God.. _Repent, 
therefire, of this thy wickedneſs ; and pray 
Sul, if perhaps the thought of thy beart may be 
ſergi den thee: for I perceive, that thou art in 
the gall of bitterneſs, and in the bond 5 inigui- 
La (As, viii. e * 


— 


© Surely che rankeſt bearbenſſu is incom- 
parably preferable to ſo baſe af Pens of 
Ghrifianity as this. wu 

i 3- And, 
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3. And, beyond all peradventure, politician 


Prrr! and Rabbi WiLBERFORCE ! regular 
government is admirably conſulted by the pro- 
pagation of alarms and terrors, by the fabri- 


cation of plots and treaſons, by the fomenta- 
tion of ſuſpicion and malevolence ; by ſetling. 


a man at variance againſt his father, and tranſ- 
forming bir own houſhold into his greateſt foes; 
(Matt. x. 35, 36.) by arming the more pro- 
fligate portion of ſociety with words and faves 


againſt the other. We may venture to mix 


alſo in this never-failing recipe, this perfect 


panacea, for ſocial regularity and national con- 


poſure, a few lighter ingredients, ſuch as taxes, 
bankruptcies, a ſcarcity of corn, and ſuch an 
exorbitant increaſe in the expence of common 
neceffaries, as render a decent maintenance 
of ourſelves and families in the lower orders 
of life extremely difficult, and to ſome imprac- 
ticable. But this accumulation of anxiety and 


diſtreſs, theſe ſcenes of miſery, derived purely | 


from the profligacy of aur rulers, in lieu of a 
proſperity, never equalled by any nation under 
heaven, within our reach, may be poſſibly one 


of the religious conſequences, Sir! that reſult 


from your ſingular mode of | 
Loox iG UNTO Jesus ! 


Ka 4 But 


, 
* 
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But lt, that 1 may not pewilder my 
far with a theme of inexhauſtible calamity, 
to the prime actors in which, (you, I mean, 
| Mr. . elberforce | with your. pun Moloch, 
; —_ his A EEO 


WH, MA 


— — end crew! beſmear'd with ROE 
Of human * and parents? tears Narr. 


no bitterneſs of invective, in my S kentias 
opinion, can poſſibly do juſtice ;— whoſe vil- 
lanies and cruelty tranſcend in their effects, 
on a fair compariſon of the reſpective caſes, 
all that fable has tranſmitted, all that hiſtory 
records, of the moſt mercileſs ſavages of an- 
tiquity:— to avoid bewilderment, I ſay, amidſt 
ſuch a multiplicity of topics, (for time would 
fail me, ſhould I attempt to ſpeak at large) 
I ſhall only ſolicit your attention to one con- 
ſideration more, and then diſmiſs you to your 1 
beads and prayer- book, to divide with your 
favourite miniſter in parliament on queſtions 
of perſecution, tyranny, and bloodſhed ; after 
a few farewell . and a ſhort leflon 


Vour 3 Mien, amon 4 the 


number of his pious meditations on the means 
2 5 9 


( 69 ) 5 
of reſtoring! 2 regular government 70 France, 
| Happily deviſed the god- like ſcheme of ſub- 
duing the inhabitants of that populous empire 
to religion, humanity, and laws, by the ſum- 
mary difcipline of FAMINE. Gracious pa- 
rent of the univerſe? who giveſt to the beaſt 
| his food, and feeds 72 the young ravens, abhen 
they cry; (Palm, cxlvii:' 9.) who openeft thy 
hand, and all thy creatures are filled with 
good; (civ. 28.) who art kind. to the un- 
thankful, and the evil; (Luke, vi. 35.) who 
makeſs thy fun to 7 ie- on the wicked and on the 
7 and ſendeſ. rain on the juſt and on the un- 

; (Matt. v. 45.) who haſt expreſsly com- 
3 us, by the mouth of thy dear Son, to 
love our enemies, to bleſs them that curſe Us, 
and to pray for our aefpiteful perſecutors, (ver. 
43, 44.) that we may merit the endearing 
appellation of thy children: were it previ- 
ouſly conceiveable, that beings in the human 
ſhape divine, with. the ſame life-current circu- 
_ lating in their veins, heirs to the ſame infirmi- 
ties of the fleſh, and joint- partakers of mortal 
feelings and affections — could: calmly con- 
trive, deliberately purſue, and audaciouſly 
avow, this ſcheme of. pre-eminent atrocity; a 
ſhows * be Sgars all 2 of lan- 


Suage, 


„ 3 
guage, and ſets \EVETY power of calculation at 


defiance? — In this guilt alſo, you, Mr. Wil- 
berforce | have made. yourſelf, by ſilent ac- 
quieſcence-and ſubſequent ſupport of the hor- 
rid-perpetrators, a deteſtable aſſociate. Guilt, 
did I ay? This may be, on the contrary, 
with you, for aught I can mm Yoe pe- 
culiarly edifying mode of 


. Looc on To rss! 

{T2147 lt, D aosktsv 885% aft i i 
And now, Sir! let met e the liberty of 
| propofin 8 a imple queſtion for your ſohition : : 
— Upon a review of the precedir picture 
6 our compeets, colbured from the liſe 
win the 2 5 of Altered truth, will 
you prefer loyal Chriftian Engliſhmen, of the 
deſcribed complexion, to the people ſo ex- 
travaganitly reviled by them; I mean rebellious 
Frawb athiifts; or ati nt we affiſt our 
decibion on this point by deſtending from ge- 
neral competition to a ſpecific inſtance. Whe- 
ther of the twain, for Krarnple, de 90 ou moſt 
ap prove and reverence; Buonaparre. le the 
50 Heck of x my br r Song night; 


Fg Tie 710 „„ 
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but now, with his unrivalled com panions of 
the war, my conſolation and my triumph l) 
BuoNAPAK TE, I ſay, or EDMunD BURKE ? 
The one, a a prodigy: beyond compare in elo- 
quence and genius; but a fiend in ma- 
Ange” and inſatiable” of Bun ark 3 


2 hg 


— "i gates of mercy o on mankind: 


the other, in the very mĩdſt of e which 
eclipſe even the achievements of that unri- 
valled Carthaginian, preferring one civic 
crown, for the preſervation of a ſingle citi- 
zen from death, to the melancholy glory, 
that could refult from a thouſand triumphs of 
a conqueror, wading alata floods of , 0 
ter to his reward! 


a * 


Are we, Sir! is the place of God to ſcruti- 
nize the hidden man of the heart, and to decide 
on principles, where no public profeſſion of 
them has been uttered? No: the external 
act, by which alone ſociety can be benefited 
or impaired, is in moſt caſes the only ſtandard 
| whereby our determinations on character muſt 
be regulated. Your faith and mine, on what 
I deem the fundamental points of. revelation, 
is probably not very different : but I can ſug- 
Fe 7 geſt 


— 


- 


e N 


gelt to my own n of exculpatory 
reaſons, in heedleſſneſs, ' faſhionable - evitys 
ſecular diſſipation, an immaederate conceit of 
ſuperior diſcernment, fundamental defects pf- 
education, neglect of adequate information 
and laborious: enquiry, a perpetual expoſure 
of groſs depravity and puerile ſuperſtition 
in proſeſſing Chriſtians; with other obſtacles 
and diſcouragements, ag probable ſources of 
the unhelieving propenſities of the preſent day. 

Shew me 1 Jaith by thy works, (James, di. 
18.) and Jam ſatisſied: J want. no more. 
Godwin” s Politi, cal Fuſtice I read with pleaſure 
and improvement; with admiration of the 
Philoſophical compoſure, the temperate but 
vigorous ratiocination, the perſpicuous ener- £ 
getic ſtyle, the clear diſcernment, and the lin- 
reſerved inveſtigation, of it's author.] differ, 
perhaps, in many points; but I confeſs, that 


1 love ſuch men, and wiſh argently, that they 


were not only almoſt, but altogether, ſuch” as T 


myſelf. am: (Acts, xxvi. 29.) We 1 tales ſunt, 
utinam effent noftri !_ When, on the other ; 


hand, I take up your publication, my predo- 
minant feelings are thoſe of diſguſt, abhor- 


rence, and indignation. I. expect with ſuch 
ces an exemplary purity, of conduct.— 


. I con- 


| > C1 

I contraſt your profeſſions. with your life ; 
your. faith with your works; 3, holy lectures 
with blood-guiltineſs.; the. follo wer of Jes! Us 
with the friend and advocate of Pix. | And 
can, you with a more compleat definition. of 
irreconcileable antipathy, than the contents of 
the. laſt clauſe ;. or a more am ple vindication of 
my ſenſations on the eruſal of your book? In 
fact, Chriſtians, like Mu. Mr., Wilberforcel 

ignorant what. ſhiris gef are f. prove a. Te 
| fruitful ſaurce of atheiſm and infidelity, than all 
other. cauſes put together, formaliſts, as ye arg, 
of deyout ſentiments and ſanctified demeanour, 
but-accomplices-.in. enormities, ſhocking to 
human feelings whited Sepulchres, beautiful an 
the outfide, but full of dead men's. bones and all 


1 © anoleanneſs; (Matt, xxiili; 27.) having a form: 


of godliusſe, but ; without. the power... (2 Tim. 
iii. 5.) -profeſing,. in ſhort, to know; God, but 
in deeds; denying bim; abominab/e, diſobedient, 

and to every good work, reprobate: (Tit. i. 16.) 
I am aware, Sir | that this ſentence on you 

will be thought exceedingly intemperate and 
harſh by men of dull ſenſations and of no zeal, | 
even for goſpel truth: hut, what I have writ- 


ten, I bave written; and have exhibited at the 


fame time my vouchers for writing thus, from | 
L 18 - - 


-# 


(74 ) 
the unerring book of life, in the preceding 
pages. My words are, in reality, the words of 
' truth-and foberneſt : (Acts, xxvi. 25. ) they 
will ftand the teſt of Reaſon andthe Scriptures; ; 
thdtgh Feſtus, perhaps, and his crew. of mer-- 
cenaty paraſit tes, or lukewarm worldlings, r may 
think me mad. I ſhall acknowledge the con- 
tente, with the exultation oſ conſcious rectitude, 
in the hour of death, and in the day of 
judgement. According to my own ee 
tions of the ſubject under contemplation, I 
have aſſigned « proper words to their proper 
places. If the language be deemed in any 
reſpect too harſn and pointed, it muſt be ſo 
deemed with reference only to the feelings of 
the eenſurer; for I could find no adequate 
image of my own ſenſations in any other 
phraſeology. Out of the abundance of my heart. 
my mouth hath ſpoken.) If crimes of the deepeſt: g 
dye under the colour of Chriſtian ſanctity can 
be ſtigmatiſed, in the judgement of ſome read- 
ers, by any terms of reproach more than com- 
menſurate to their deſerts, I grudge no man 
the enjoyment of this opinion; but, amidſt the 


invectives of foes, and the remonſtrances of 


friends, continue to retain my own, and filently 
transfer from myſelf, on deliberate and deep 


— 


( 75). 


conviction; the diſproportion in this Lale to 
ſome erroneous principle of action in my ob- ; 
jectors. The genuine correſpondences of words 
and things, and. the reality of moral diſtinc- 
tions, will ſtill ſubſiſt, in ſpite of tlie prudery, 
oe faſtidiouſneſs, the conffitutional i inanima- 
neither be confounded, nor dlrepedel, with 
impunity. The practical benefits of my pro- 
cedure I could illuſtrate by various examples 
of notoriety, if required. Thomas Paine, 
for inſtance, will anſwer Biſhop Watſon” s 
ae, pamphlet F but, 1 predict, will never venture a 
reply to mine. Wounded pride and conſcious 
be profligacy have ſet their ſeal upon his tongue. 
To have written otherwiſe, on the preſent OC= 
caſion, were to me laviſh timidity from ſelfiſh 
motives, a mean treachery to my conviction, 
an impious rebellion againſt truth, a facrile- 
gious indifference to every thing venerable, 
dear, and ſacred; to every thing praiſe- 
worthy, and of good report. That awful decla- 
ration of our Lord is ever preſent in theſe con- 
junctures to my mind. Mhoſoever ſhall be 
aſhamed of me and of my words, int his adulte- 
rous and finful generation, of him alſo Hall the Son 
of 2 Man be aſpamed, when he cometh in the glory 


CAS 


(8 ) 
if his Father with the 5 age” (Mark, vil 
380% 


— 38 erat, ad. i Iibera ks: 


kx erba,; animi proferre, et vitam impendere vero E 


** 


: This ſpecies Py, Sai dedlhg 1 5 appli- 
cation of /harp rebuke, recommended i in caſes. 
of extreme malignancy by the ſpirited apoſtle, 
(Tit. i. 13.) is unpalatable and exceptionable 
to thoſe alone, whoſe inſipidity of nature leads 
them to prefer diſeaſe with indolence to 
_ - remedy with exertion ; who miſtake earneſt- 

 neſs.tor paſſion ; ; who are influenced by ſelfiſh 
conſiderations of fame or intereſt; who. are 
afraid of drawing the attention of an oppo- 
nent, or the public, to a free diſcuſſion of 5 
their own characters. No ſuppofeable caſe 
of 1 iniquity can be leſs ambiguous, than that 
upon which I have ventured to decide. 
You know, Sir! who vented. their indigna- | 
tion without reſtraint againſt the Scribes, the 
Lawyers, and the Phariſees ; who, again and 
again, without a poſſibility of aſſurance beyond 
the demonſtration of open facts, pronounced : 
that depraved generation, W be roors, 7] 
and! HYPOCRITES. P 
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rs Sir! be perſuaded by n me, . 


——— fas eſt et a hoſte doe. 3 | 


though indeed * enemy, to combillnes and 
this inſtantly, a ſerious, reſolute, and labori- 
ous ſcrutiny into that religious creed, which 
you have imbibed from your nurſe and grand- 
mother: (2 Tim. 1. 7 9 Take my word for it, 
ſome material articles of your faith are nothin g 
better than a profane and old=wives fable: 


(3 Tins yi 7.) Sweet and bitter water (James, 


111. 11.) cannot bubble at the ſame time from 
the ſame ſpring. Apoſtaſy, falſhood, treachery, 
venality, rapacity, corruption, perſecution, 
cruelty, military deſpotiſm, the deſtruction 


_— of human happineſs, a boundleſs luſt of de- 


vaſtation, the deliberate murder of many 
myriads, and, amidſt oceans of blood, an inſa- 
tiable thirſt for more; all theſe things muſt 
be laudable in themſelves, and pleaſing in the 


ſight of God, or your religion, which ſuffers 


you to be an accomplice and abettor of theſe 
crimes, muſt be a ſcheme of i impiety and lyes, 
entitled only to univerſal execration, and ripe 
for vengeance. Conſider of it; take advice; 
and ſpeak your mind: (Judges, xix. 30.) 

With 
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With the fincereſt deſire for your ſpeedy | 
converſion to a ſounder Chriſtianity, for an 
unfeigned repentance, and effectual atnend- | | 
ment, I ſubſcribe myſelf, Sir! 8 | 

6 of well-wiſher, | 
: \ I es 47 + Fo; 
© Ih GILBERT WAKEFIELD. 
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'F HAVE * «ip of: a a — to 
annex a character of Mr. Pitt from a late 
ſpeech of Ma JoR CARTWRIGHT. to the i in- 
habitants of Boſton : nor do I recollect ever to 
have ſeen a finer ſpecimen of vigorous and 
ſimple, eloquence, than this effuſion of that 
inalughle patriot, 


* 


Of this ſame Mr. Pitt Imuſt take a little 
more notice. He formerly told you what I 
now tell you. He told you, it was not ſafe 
to truſt implicitly in any Miniſter, or any man; 
but in your. Conſtitution, and in your on 
Rights. In my own hearing, he has elo- 
| quently mourned. over the decay arid cor- 
ruption in the repreſentative part of our Go- 
vernment, and pathetically deſcribed, the thou- 
fand evils flowing from that ſource ; quoting 
his illuftrious Father, and other grave and wiſe. 
Stateſimen, as agreeing with him in a belief. 
that, without a Reform in that particular, there 
was for this Nation no falvation. To him, 
perhaps, it was reſerved, both to give, and to 
fulfil, a dreadful prophecy ! With this quon- 
dam Reformer, whom I was then diſpoſed to 


hail as a political 1 as the deſtined 
5 Saviour 


4 


( be * 
Saviour of his Country, it was once in par- 
ticular ; my fortune to dip in the ſame diſh, 
: and to drink of the fame cup, as an humble 
diſciple and to join him in a ſolemn decla- 
tation to the Public, that, without a Parlia- | 
© mentary Reformation, neither the Liberties of 
the Nation can be preſerved, nor the perma- 
nence of a wiſe and virtuous Adminiſtration - 
ſecured.” What, then, muſt be my feelings, 1 
When I have lived to ſee this man a Tudas— 
the baſeſt of all apoſtatesſelling his Country 
do the very Faction, whoſe corruptions he had 
zxpofed;” for the proud ſtation of Prime 
_ Miniſter; — building the permantticy of his 
on wicked Adminiſtration on Houbly forts- 
* ing that F-&ien in the frong-holds of” accraf 
and, in cold blood, and by falſe accufations 
attempting to take away the lives of men, whoſe 
ſteady” fidelity to the People, and whoſe per- 1 5 
ſeverance in the cauſe of Reform, was ſo great 
a contraſt and O'S to or: own 8 wh 
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